r78i-3]      THE PEACE WITH AMERIC
meaning- of the provisional agreements made with tl commissioners was the unqualified recognition of the ence"; and it would form part of the treaty with th powers.1 Here he overshot the mark. That recogniti< on the conclusion of treaties with France and Spain, therefore, sent him a rebuke through Shelburne, a ever, "It is no wonder that so young a man shouk a slip."—We cannot regret the occurrence, for it anxious Pitt was to have that great question settled In the ensuing debates Pitt sharply retorted on quoting from " Hudibras," had accused Ministers of King speak—
As if hypocrisy and nonsense
Had got the advowson of his conscience.
The son of Chatham showed something of his reprobating the unseemly jeer of the speaker and d< he repelled the further charge of hypocrisy "wit! contempt." A retort courteous, or humorous, wouli more in place after Burke's raillery; but Pitt, thoi private, rarely used this gift in the House, probabl] wished to be taken seriously. In this he succeede( name he was leader of the House of Commons, keeping together a majority was extremely difficult; ing to Gibbon, the Ministry could command only 140 as many as 120 voted with Lord North, 90 with I drifted about as marketable flotsam. The situation b still late in the year, when rumours began to fly abo and Lord North were about to join their discorda: the overthrow of the Ministry.
In these circumstances the Shelburne Cabinet r greatest possible service by holding on to office, pressed through the negotiations with France, Spain, ? Ultimately, the preliminaries of peace were signed 01rl*iri$i|j .Shelburne «tlir ttruttlr   itiiitiiit l»dl-r a nt»,itr   111 lS
